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International e-Conference

on

Sufi Music, Perfected Humanity
(ICSMPHDL 2021)

and Divine Love

Sufi music, with its different genres, managed to consolidate its presence as
an integral and popular part of Sufi spiritual practices to attain devotional love
and ecstasy. Sufi masters of the past and present incorporated music and song,
with certain strict conditions, within the composition of Sufi contemplative
methods, to act as a natural auxiliary force to elevate habitual human
inclination towards human perfection and Divinity.

Since Sufi music or “sama’is a form of art and an exercise of spirituality, it
can be grasped either by art or religion, or by both simultaneously. As a result,
the subject of music, be it with instruments or without, has been at the centre of
debate among the Muslim theologians, who have been generating, over a
millennium, interminable opinions and arguments for and against its legitimacy,
practice and acceptance within the structure of Islamic Jurisprudence. However,
for the Sufis, the significance and practice of ‘sama’ are not a mere juridical or
theological subject; rather, it is a sacred act that involves spiritual sustainability
and mobility of a wayfarer, to whom music is a tunnel to immerse oneself into
the ocean of eclectic divinity. A seeker of pure heart and strong character
vibrates with the sounds, quivers with the rhythms, weeps with the melodies,
dissolves his existence into eclectic oblivion and ascends to the Divine
Communion.

The Sufis argue that melodies and rhythms vibrate the soul and prepare it
for a greater realization of the reality, and the immersive experience trains it for
a better appreciation of the divine beauty. Music with correct ambience- time,
way and text- brings the seeker to the state of spiritual intoxication (wajd) and
draws him closer to his Creator, as is the case with other beautiful things
because He is the source of the beauty.

Sufi music does not have a unified appearance in terms of texts, styles,
instruments or practices. Across the Muslim world, from West Africa to Turkey,
and East Asia, in Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, in the Middle East, there are
rich diversities in Sufi music all singing in the language of love and humanity.

Adaptive nature of Sufism allowed Sufi music to integrate into the local
cultures qf the lands it travelled, thus, giving birth to various genres with distinct
local flavours under the umbrella of Sufi music. Such diverse Sufi genres
brought many local musicians and musical instruments into its vicinity and
became a mechanism for both directing and preserving social fabric of the
society, history, events and cultures of the locality, in addition fo spiritual exploration.

Sufi music is one of the rarest elements within Sufism that draws its adherents
and different orders scattered across the globe to a universal veritable form
which transcends any barriers of language, culture or geography; a language
and a culture that can be spoken, understood and practiced by all.

The International e-Conference 2021 aims at facilitating and deepening the
conversation, studying and practicing Sufi music across the globe. Darul Irfan
Research Institute (DIRI) invites researchers from diverse backgrounds to present
their research papers on Sufi music and its relation with Divine love and

perfected humanity. o



Papers are invited on any of the following sub-themes.
1. Islam and Sufi Music.

2. Self-purification and Sufi Music.

3" Sufi Music and Divine Love.

4. Influence of Sufi Music in nurturing humanism.

5. Role of Sufi Music in cultural harmonization.

6. Practice of Sufi Music in various Sufi orders.

7. Practice of Sufi Music in contemporary world: Turkey, Middle-East, Central Asia, Europe and Africa.
8. Practice of Sufi Music in South Asia.

9. Sufi Music in Bangladesh.

10.Maizbhandari Tariqa and Sufi Music: Maizbhandari songs and Sama Mahfil.

Call For Papers Guidelines

Basic formatting of the manuscripts:

1. Word limit for research articles is 6000-8000 words.

2. All articles must contain an abstract of 200-300 words and up to 6 keywords.
(Times New Roman, 11 pt, justified.)

3. All manuscripts must be in MS Word format — double spaced with one inch (2.5 cm) margin,
Times New Roman, 12 pt. (Please upload two separate files in both MS Word and PDF)

4. Quotations, notes, tables and figures should be prepared in accordance with MLA 8th edition.

Important Dates :

Abstract Due : T July_2d2l

Abstract Acceptance _L 31 July 2021

Full Paper Submission Deadline 31 August 2021

e-Conference Date | 16 &17 October 2021
Language:

English and Bengali.
For papers written in Bengali, please see additional guidelines.

Paper Submission:
Please, register and submit your abstract and full paper according to guideline at
https://conference.diri.org.bd

Additional Guidelines

An English translated version of the abstract should be provided for papers which are not written in English.
For papers written in Bangla, please tse SutonnyMJ (F1S1 SIFR (111 &<CHS &= fers SIL<! o 219 S |
G TA*I3 ¥ G GG @ TS F12e SoIETT T 1)

Publication

All accepted papers will be published in the conference proceeding (ISBN: 978-984-35-0585-9, print) and
will be delivered during the conference. Selected papers will be published in Darul Irfan Research Journal
(ISSN: 2710-3595 print) after peer review process.

Contact: tasauf.daruliffan@gmail.com

K. M. Saiful Islam Khan, PhD
Convener, ICSMPHDL2021
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Professor,
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